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From the President

We had a lovely Christmas covered dish for our
December meeting. It was well attended as
always and the food was delicious as always.

Toni and Dale Smith entertained us. Dale was
described as “Kenny G”. They both have
beautiful voices and Dale is a very talented
musician. Several members brought items for
show and tell. Some were Christmas gifts for
family members. Some projects finished, others
in progress. Ruth and Floyd Moody shared their
hand woven tablecloth they wove at the Guild.
When asked how long it took them, they could not
give an answer except Floyd knew they were
lucky to do 4 inches on Mondays. As everyone
knows, Mondays are busy times with lots of
conversations, laughter and projects.

We had many door prizes and all the winners were
pleased with the items won. Winners of Ault’s

Country Thyme Gifts were Sally Rickel and
Shelly Kavanaugh. Charles Lermond of The
Loomshed gave gift certificates. Janet and Bob
Watson and Dottie Schmitz won them. Donna
Gower of Homespun Shed also gave certificates to
Ruth Moody, Pat Reed and Fae Evans.
BumbleBee Yarns certificates were won by Marie
Bilsing and Larry Ault. Betsy Rush gave two
certificates for a weekend at the Hostel, and Susan
and Jerry Donovan were the lucky winners. We
are grateful for all the prizes and would like to
give a special “thank ewe” to the donors.

January Rock Day

Rock Day will be held on January 3, 2004 at the
Shelby Library from 10:00 to 4:00. Everyone
should bring a covered dish to share, their own
table service and a project to work on. Coffee and
tea will be provided. The snow date will be
January 10", same place, same time. The library
is located on the corner of N. Gamble St. and
Whitney Ave. N. Gamble St. is State Route 61
North. Directions to the library are as follows:

I know this map is small, but since part of our
members are receiving their newsletters by e-mail



now, | had to put the map in this way. Bear with
me folks. If anyone doesn’t know how to get
there and can’t read this map, give Marianne a call
at 419-884-3532.

News From Other Guilds and Around the
States

**January 2" — January 17" — Sale at The Yarn
Shop in Columbus, Ohio. 20% off of all regularly
priced in stock merchandise. 800-859-9276
**January 10 — Fiber Arts Celebration — Shreve
Elem. School, 10:00 — 4:00. For information call
330-567-3627 or e-mail noahwool@bright.net
**January 14 — 15 — Cuyahoga Weavers Guild
“Twill Inlay” workshop by Leslie Alperin. $30.
Call Ele Richardson at 216-944-5506

Spinning Group

The Spinning Group will meet on January 11"
from 1:30 to 4:00 at the work area. Cathy Lee is
in charge of the spinning group and if you have
any questions you can give her a call at 419-362-
1214,

Knitting Group
The knitting group will not officially meet again
until March of 2004.

Sunshine Corner

**Jack Heichel is recovering from heart surgery.
We wish him a speedy recovery.

**Jean Zeigler hasn’t been feeling well lately and
we hope she will be better real soon.

**Roberta Sheely is in a nursing home and we are
all thinking about her.

**Stan Rickel is recovering from his broken leg
and is anxious to be up and about soon.
**Elvanor Straw is home recuperating from
pneumonia.

**Betsy Rush had surgery at the end of December
and we wish her a speedy recovery.

Please remember these members in your prayers
and with a note of encouragement.

Thank Ewe

We have so many “thank ewes” as always. Thank
ewe to all who helped with the Christmas covered
dish. We decorated the George Hawkins room at
the Big House for Christmas and we had several
faithful and good helpers. Betsy Rush, Marcella
Garverick, Neil & Nellie Springer, Annie Rozell,
Donna Gower, Gloria Ault, Marie Bilsing and
Carol Rahall all helped.

We received a donation of weaving supplies and
fabrics by Dorothy Stowe’s family. | want to
thank Donna Gower, Marie Bilsing, Betsy Rush
and Ron Rahall for transporting and helping with
this project.

Workshops

Margaret Halas’s domino purse class will be held
on January 24" at the work area. Space is limited
but we will still have some openings. Call Sharon
Repp at 419-289-0028 or Carol Rahall at 419-756-
2344 to sign up.

We hope to have several workshops in the coming
year. If you have any suggestions or requests let
Sharon know.

A Personal Letter From Our President, Carol
Rahall

| want to send a special “thank ewe” to all my
officers for their support and unending help this
past year. Jack Heichel who has been a great
treasurer. He always knows what needs to be
done and does it. He also does a great job taking
care of our refreshments for the year. Marianne
Privette is our secretary and newsletter editor. She
does a double job and does it very well. 1 do
thank her often when I thank others but she seems
to forget to put her name in the newsletter when
including all the others I am thanking. Marianne
works hard and long on our newsletter and always
makes it so interesting. Cathy Lee for her help
with the newsletter and taking care of all the
Spinners. Gloria Ault and Sharon Repp who are
my vice presidents. Gloria scheduled the summer
workers for the work area. We were open every
weekend this past summer. Everyone is busy in
the summertime and this is not an easy job.



Thanks to Larry Ault for his help and support.
Sharon Repp has been busy with workshops. She
has some nice ideas for next year. Please support
our workshops. They are for your benefit and
pleasure. Sally Rickel and Mary Parman for their
help with the Knitting Group. Sally too has a
double job. She is our contact person and receives
my e-mail. Betsy Rush for all her help in
informing us about Malabar and for being so
informative to those who call Malabar for
information about our Guild. I appreciate Bill &
Eva More, and Floyd & Ruth Moody for always
opening the work area on Mondays. Eva makes
certain there is hot water for tea and coffee. Kirby
Willis and Ken Anderson for all their “handyman”
jobs they do for us. Donna Gower and all the
times she helps weavers who are having problems
and for sharing her unending knowledge. Fae
Evans for her time, care and knowledge to keep
our sheep flock healthy. The list is endless and |
know | have forgotten to put names in this article,
to those | have neglected to name please know you
are appreciated and | am thankful for everyone’s
help. | am looking forward to my fourth year (and
last) of being president of a great Guild. Have a
good and healthy new year.

Malabar Guild in Mansfield’s Christmas
Parade

Quote For The Month
“Partly work and partly play
You must work on St. Distaff’s Day;

From the plough soon free your team;
Then come home and fother them;
If the maids a spinning go,
Burn the flax and fire the tow,
Bring in pails of water then,
Let the maids bewash the men.
Give St. Distaff all the right:
Then bid Christmas sport good night.
And next morrow every one
To his own vocation.
Robert Herrick
From the Black Swamp Spinners Newsletter

Malabar Christmas Dinner

T > ) of ?
Jack Heichel, Sally Rickel, and Shelly Kavanaugh
We were all so pleased to welcome Shelly
Kavanaugh back home with us. She has been out
of the country for several months and we have
certainly missed her.

Toni and ale Smith'etertained us with songs.



Twas The Night Before Christmas
“Twas the night before Christmas and all around
me
Was unfinished knitting not under the tree.
The stockings weren’t hung by the chimney with
care

‘cause the heels and the toes had not a stitch there.

The children were nestled all snug in their beds
But I had not finished the caps for their heads.
Dad was asleep; he was no help at all,

And the sweater for him was six inches too small.
When out on the lawn there arose such a clatter,

| put down my needles to see what was the matter.

Away to the window, | flew like a flash,
Tripped over my yarn and fell down with a crash.
The tangle of yarn that lay deep as the snow
Reminded me how much I still had to go.
Out on my lawn, | heard such a noise,
| thought it would wake both dad and the boys.
And though | was tired, my brain was a bit thick,
| knew in @ moment, it must be Saint Nick.
But what | heard then left me perplexed-ed,
For not a name | heard was what | had expected
“Move, Ashford; move, Lopi; move, Addie and
Clover
Move, Lacey; move, Bulky; move, Fraylic—move
Over”

“Louet, don’t circle round; stand in line.
Come now, you alpaca, wool work just fine!
| know this is hard Semi, it’s just your first year,
I’d hate to go back to eight tiny reindeer.”
| peered over the sill; what | saw was amazing,
Eight woolly pacas on my lawn all a’grazing.
And then, in a twinkle, | heard at the door

Santa’s feet coming across the porch floor.
| rose from my knees and got back on my feet,
And as | turned round, Saint Nick | did meet.
All dressed in wool ‘n alpaca from his head to his
toe
And his clothes were handknit from above to
below.

A bright Fairisle sweater he wore on his back,
And his toys were all stuffed in an Aran knit sack.
His cap was a wonder of bobbles and lace,

A beautiful frame for his rosy red face.

The scarf round his neck could have stretched for
amile,

And the socks peeking over his boots were
Argyle.

The back of his mittens bore an intricate cable,
And suddenly on one | spied a small label.
SC was duplicate stitched on the cuff,
And I asked, “Hey Nick, did you knit all this
stuff?”

He proudly replied “HO-ho-ho, yes I did,
| learned how to knit when | was a kid.”

He was chubby and plump; a quite well dressed

old man,

And I laughed to myself for I’d thought up a plan.
| flashed him a grin and jumped up in the air,
And the next thing he knew he was tied to a chair.
He spoke not a word, but looked in his lap
Where I’d laid down my needles and yarn for a
cap.

He quickly began knitting, first one cap then two;
For the first time | thought 1’d really get through.
He put heels on the stockings and toes in some
socks
While I sat back drinking a Scotch on the rocks!!
So quickly like magic, his needles they flew,
That he was all finished by quarter to two.

He sprang for his sleigh when I let him go free,
And over his shoulder he looked back at me.
And I heard him exclaim as he sailed past the
moon
“Next year start your knitting sometime around
June.”

--Author Unknown
Courtesy of Cathy Lee

| hope everyone has a wonderful holiday. |
couldn’t resist putting this in the newsletter even
though this is the January issue. You still receive

this in December. Enjoy the rest of the holiday
time.

Malabar Work Area Closings

Don’t forget the rule — if the Lucas Schools are
closed, then the roads are too bad around the work
area. Stay home and be safe.



